
Overview of Matthew 5

Heart-felt devotion to the things of God
brings a deep and abiding joy and blessedness.
This devotion expresses itself in a self-
sacrificing service to God and our fellow man,
including our enemies.

Every Christian in the world should be like
salt that cleanses, preserves, and enhances, and
like light that brightens, guides, and warns. We
live in this world, yet we belong to the kingdom
of heaven. So we ought to influence the world.

Although our religion certainly shows
outwardly, it is not of the outward person, but of
the inward. The Law of Moses controlled what
people did more than it controlled what they
thought. The gospel primarily controls people’s
hearts. It makes them kind, loyal, honest,
forgiving, loving, meek, and pure. It removes
hatred, unbridled anger, lust, and unfaithfulness.

Righteousness was possible for people who
kept the Law, but they did not derive their
righteousness from keeping the Law. Jesus did
not want people to stop keeping the Law yet, for
he had not yet fulfilled the Law. However, he
did want people to change their hearts, a change
that would outlast the Law and make people well
fitted for the kingdom of heaven.

The Law itself was righteous, and for that
reason Jesus did not come to destroy it. The
Law, however, did not have the means to make
people righteous in the way that God is
righteous. The gospel of Jesus Christ does have
that power, and thus transcends the Law.

Seen by Men
Sermon on the Mount, Lesson 8

By Ron Graham

In this lesson we review Matthew 5 and
begin to study Matthew 6.  The chapter
begins with a warning to beware of doing
good deeds before men to be seen by them.

Regarding the practice of our religion, Jesus
uses at least four examples. 

In chapter five he had already used the
example of taking one’s gift-offering to the
altar. Now, in Matthew chapter 6, he talks
about three more religious acts: giving alms,
prayer, and fasting.

Jesus chose the examples of sin offerings,
almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, because he
was speaking mainly to Jewish people.

These activities were high on their list of
things that a devout person should do.

We might make a somewhat different list,
but the principles that Jesus taught still
apply. They are true of any religious act.
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